328                             Viscount Halifax

James was fetched from the hotel to receive the Cardinal's
blessing, and when he had gone, there "was a last blessing for
Halifax and Portal. 'We shall meet again,9 Mercier whispered
to his two friends.

Halifax returned to Hickleton that Thursday night. On Sat-
urday the Cardinal was dying. When the last prayers had been
said, those round his bed heard him murmur, 'Now there is
nothing to be done except to wait.'

'Offer your life for the Church,' said the priest, and the Car-
dinal bowed his head. 'Offer it for your country and the wel-
fare of your people/ Again he bowed. The Papal Nuncio whis-
pered something to the priest. 'Offer your life for the reunion
of all the Christian Churches.' The Cardinal bowed his head
three times and it was the end.7

Halifax returned to Belgium with Dr. Kidd for the funeral
on the 28th, when the Cardinal was laid to rest in his own cath-
edral. His body was borne through the crowd-packed streets of
Brussels in a great black and gold hearse, with all the pageantry
of sorrow. Princes and cardinals, soldiers and ambassadors fol-
lowed on foot. Cannon were booming and bands were playing
the Funeral March. Next day the body was brought to the
Cathedral. Halifax, now nearly eighty-seven, walked with head
uncovered through the rain for an hour and stayed through the
long service.

When all was over he saw Mgr. Van Roey, who told him that
by the Cardinal's wish he would preside at the next Conversa-
tion. Halifax returned to England with this grain of comfort
and, as was but to be expected after the emotional and physical
strain he had endured, was laid up in bed for several days.

The death of Mercier was a cruel blow to the cause of Re-
union, No other man could have done just what he had done,
or could quite fill his pkce in the future. Portal spoke about the
Conversations to the Papal Nuncio, who replied that now all